INSTINCT, INTELLIGENCE AND CHARACTER
to think—provided this second pupil was not only being
made a specialist in each of six subjects It is with many
misgivings that some of us see the increasing departmentalism
of schools, and the growing wish on the part of teachers to
teach one subject exclusively* I know well the answer, that
the subjects are becoming so advanced that teachers must
specialize, and cannot become expert in special methods
unless they stick to their lasts. But I am not altogether
convinced, and fear that only cobbling may result: and, on
the principle that if you want really honest criticisms, you
should send the Sporting Editor to the play, and the
Dramatic Critic to the match, I would like the English
teacher to teach a little chemistry and the chemistry teacher
to teach a little English And having thus made many
enemies (for I know what they will say, and perhaps they
are right), I will remember, too late, that least said is
soonest mended.
Perhaps all of the rest is summed up in the general notion
that play has been the great maker of mankind Fixed
inherited instincts got a long way, but they could never,
I imagine, have given us speech. Speech, and the innu-
merable muscular dexterities of which man is capable,
came because man intents random tendencies to make
noises, and enjoy playing at the game of doing so, and ran-
dom tendencies to manipulate things this way, that way, and
any way. We call the period childhood It is helpless first
because it has so few really definite responses, but for the
same reason, it is potential of everything. And in nature
the random activities which ensue are called play, and from
them the environment selects the fittest. a Darwinism of
responses rather than of responders. Play is therefore the
natural form of education, and school must use it, passing
over gradually to earnest as the years go by.
And as they go by, school will watch anxiously, to strike,
as James says, when the iron is hot, to use each impulse as
it comes up And this, whether the theory of the transitori-
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